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VALSQjPRWIDEI)-I‘NF(-)RMATION -ABOUT-1.0GAT: VNA - ORGANIZATION -AND REPORTING

~~TO-POINT OUT “THE" PTACES- WHEREHE “SAW:THE  BODIES "IF WE TOOK HIM To
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'l'HREE KILOHETFRS Q()ITI’IIFA’H OF I‘IIF SEGOND PILOT'S -BODY,* AND -PHOTO-
GRAPHED “THE- AIRCRAFT. " - FINALLY; - 1IE: WENT “TO 'FIIE IIFADQUARTERS OF TIE
37MMAAA UNIT. WHICH NAD_SHOT DOWN TIE ATRCRAFT; -AND PIIOTOGRAPHED A :
ROLL: OF EILM -AND-THF. P1IOTS" FDFNTIFICATION MEDTA. - NE" THEN LEFT TIE wth
AREA. JIE DID NOT WITNESS. TIIE FINAI. BURIAL-OF EITHER BODY, BUT PRE- 7
SUMES. TNAT. VIETNAMESE SOTDTERS‘BURIED ‘THEM WIERE THEY LAY. . MR. NGOI

PROCEDURES,  AND.PROVIDEN THE NAMES OF SOMF.OF 1] COLIEAGUES AS
POTENTIAL CANDIDATES FOR INTERVIEV. - WE SATD THAT HE MIGHT BE ABLE -

THE ‘AREA, AND. EXPRESSED WILLINGNESS TO ACCOMPANY A JOINT TEAM TO 77
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.2, DETAILS OF 'INTERVIEW:

- -VIEWED- MR - NGUYEN-HUU - NGOT (NGUYEENX-1IWUX NGOOI ). AT THE JOINT DOGU-

THE -8 TE-——THE-INFORMATTON-NR-~NGOI~PROVIDEU-IS-CONSISTENT WITH THE ]
CIRCUMSTANCES, OF :JOSS SURROUNDING PRIORITY INVESTIGATION AND SPECIAL
REMAINS CASE 1329.

A, ON 11 AND 12 MAY. 95, JTF-FA AND VNOSHP. INVESTIGATORS INTER-

MENTS- CENTER, HANOI. PARTICIPANTS WERE:
(1) MR. JAMES M. COYLE, :GM-13, DOD, FIRLD RESEARCH DIREL'I‘OR
(2). SFC-STEPIEN ‘F. ‘TIIONPSON, DET ‘IWO OllP COORDINATOR
. *(3) LTC .PHAN:TEO (MINISTRY OF NATIONAL DEFENSE),. VNOSMP
B+—-PURPOSE-OFINTFERV-IEVW: ——BB’PWHFSHRCH'OP*FIIOTOGRAPHS‘AT“MM“" TR T ]

BT

CONTROLS Fr anc)sco, S.D,
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__SECTION 01 OF 04 R O S W I G B s TN
[Fekctciciciciciiek THIS 1S A COMBINED MESSAGE, -friitiedeitieiriokink / 1329

BODY :

MSGID/GENADMIN/CDR JTF-FA/J252// 7

SUBJ/ORAL HISTORY PROGRAM (OHP) REPORT; . MR. NGUYEN HUU.NGOI// .~

RMRS/1. . SUMMARY: - ON 11 AND 12-MAY 95, AN OWP- TEAM INTERVIEWED

MR. NGOI, A FORMER VNA COMBAT PHOTOGRAFHER, AT TUE JOINT DOCUMENT

CENTER IN HANOI. TIF. TOLD INTERVIEWERS THAT ON THE MORNING OF

26 SEP 68, IN THE VICINITY OF KTLOMETER 54, ROUTF 20, QUANG BINIl

PROVINCE HE PHOTOGRAPHED TNE BODIES OF ‘IWO ANERICAN PIJOTS WHOSE

AIRCRAFT A UNIT OF THE. 2R0TIl AAA REGTHENT SHOT DOWN THF. AFTERNOON

BEFORE. MEMBERS OF THF, AAA UNI'T WIICH..SHOT THE ATRCRAFT DOWN -

AND MEMBERS OF THE. "ASSAULT YOUTH" TOLD HTH 'THAT BOTH PILOTS e2n
EJECTED FROM THE AIRCRAFT. VIEINANESF. FORGES GAPTURED ONE, A . -
FIRST LIEUTENANT, ALMOST- IMMEDIATELY, RUT A ROCKET FIRED FROM SAR

AIRCRAFT KILLED HIM ATONG WITH SOME TROOPS AND "ASSAULT YOUTIL." = - &
THE SECOND PIIOT,-A LIFUTENANT COTLONET, LANDED. IN THE MOUNTAINOUS -
JUNGLE ABOUT TWO KLLOMETERS NORTHWEST OF THE FIRST PILOT. HE o
RESISTED CAPTURE, KILLING TWO OF TIIF. TROOPS TRYING TO CAPTURE: HIN, :
BEFORE VIETNAMESE FORCES KILLED: HIM. WHEN MR. NGOI ‘ARRIVED IN THE 2
AREA, THESE EVENTS HAD ATREADY OCCURRED.. VIETNAMESE HAD HASTILY - ° 3 A
COVERED THE BODY OF TR FIRST PILOT IN TIE ROCKET EXPLOSION'S CRATER. =
MR. NGOI DIRECTED THE. TROOPS. AND. "ASSAULT YOUTH" TO UNCOVER THE BODY.

THEY UNCOVERED THE FACE OF THE 1LT AND MR. NGOT PHOTOGRAPHED IT.: HE

THEN TRAVELED TO THFE LOCATION OF THE SECOND BODY AND TOOK PHOTOGRAPHS

THERE.. HE NEXT WENT- T0O THE CRASHED ATRGRAFT, WHTCH LAY ABOUT TWO TO 22 s

i IR
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" REMAINS. CASE 1329, _INTERVIEWERS SOUGHT WHATEVER INFORMATION MR. NGOI. - ' . = . 4

VNA REVEALED. THAT ‘A PHOTOGRAPHER BEARING THE NANE HUU-NGOI HAD TAKEN
PHOTOGRAPHS. WIICIl ANALYSTS.ASSOCIATED. WITH PRIORITY AND SPECIAL
COULD. PROVIDE CONCERNING. THIS OR 'ANY OTHFR U.S. 1,085 INCIDENT OF
WHICH: HE- HAD: KNOWLEDGE.:
C.- SOURCE DATA: e
(1) NAME:. NGUYEN:HUU NGOI (NGUYEENX HWUX NGOOI), AKA HOU xR ool o
- NGOI, AKA.(PEN:NAME). CHU.NONG MA (CHU HOONGF MAX) : R
~(2); AGE:~ 62 (OB~ 6 "APR 33)
(3) CURRENT RESIDENCE: YEN BAY (YEEN BAYS) VILLAGE, TRIEU
YEN (TRIEEUJ YEEN) DISTRICT, THANN HOA (P)
(4) CURRENT OCCUPATION: = PHOTOGRAPHER '(‘TIANH. HOA LITERATURE
AND ART ASSOCIATION)
(5) WARTUME OGCUPATION: - PHOTOGRAPIER. (VIETNAM NEWS AGENCY)
D. STATEMENT: ’ gl

(1) EXCEPT FOR TIE YEARS HE WORKED FOR TIE.VNA, MR.:NGOI IS A~~~ -
LIFETIME RESIDENT OF YEN BAY VILLAGE. -HE 1EFT THE VILLAGE IN 1959 TO i
ATTEND THE CENTRAL PRESS SCHOOL (TRWONGF BAOS CHIS TRUNG WONG) IN
HANOI, FROM WHICH IIE WAS GRADUATED TN 1960. ~UPON GRADUATION HE WENT b
TO WORK FOR' THE VNA, WHICH SENT-HIM TO WORK IN-NUNG YEN PROVINCE. :

(2) WITITIF ‘OUTBREAK OF THE ATR WAR IN THE SUMMER OF 1964, <
VNA SENT MR. NGOT. TO WORK IN QUANG BINN PROVINCE, WHERE THEY HAD i
ESTABLISHED A BRANCH OFFICE KNOWN AS TIIE SPECIAL BRANCH ‘AGENCY FOR
THE. SOUTH OF REGION 4 (PHAAN XAX DAWC.) BIEETJ NAM KHU 4).. MR. NGOI
REMAINED IN QUANG RINH PROVINCE UNTIL, FARLY 1971, WHEN HE RETURNED TO o
WORK IN HANOI. IN 1974 HE LEFT.YNA AND WENT TO WORK FOR THE THANH
HOA PROVINCE LITERATURFE. AND ART ASSOCTATION (H0OLJ VAWN NOCJ NGHEEJ
THUAATJ ‘THANH HOAS), WHERE HE REMAINS FMPLOYED ‘TODAY.

(3) THE ‘SPEGTAT BRANCH AGENCY FOR THE SOUTI OF REGION 4 WAS -

UNCLASSIFIFD -~
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ED" IN'A BUNKER IN.SEN BANG HAMLET, BO'TRACH DISTRICT '(48Q XF. 605

23(1:[,‘1'?3 bIl:AT 1S NOW 1I0A ‘(RACH VITLAGE). .. TiIE; BRANCIT. DXRECTOR- WAS MR
MAT' THANIF HAT (MAL THANH HALR). - THF. BRANCH WAS GOMPOSED OF: THREE
CELLS (TOOR); TIIE_QUANG BINII - VINIU'LINI.GELL, TIE. GROUP 559 CELL,
AND “THE "VANGUARD". CEIL, (NOTE:.. TOOR TIEEN: PIWONG, IN-MR. NGOI'S
PRONUNCIATION. - INTERVIEWERS ASKED' HR. . NGOI ‘TO CLARIFY: TIIS. POINT:
HE' EXPLAINED. THAT REPORTERS, FROM: TIIF. "VANGUARD" CELL.SOMETIMES. . . .
ACCOMPANIED TROOPS INTO AGTION). “THIS DIVISION WAS THEORETICAL. 1IN

- PRACTICE, . THE SANF THREE REPORTERS FORMED. BOTH THE GROUP. 559 AND i
""VANGUARD" CELLS.: - TESE . THREE :MEN_WERE THE. .CELL CHIEF-MR:-LAL-VAN- -
THANH. (LAT VAWN THANI) ARA: TAM TIHANK (TAAM “THANN) " WHO IS NOW THE

Y PAGE: 0004
HIM AND.SAID TROUDLY, "TI1S 1S MY DIARY," :

(6) THE VNA' BUNKFR' WAS “ADJACENT TO THE JIEADQUARTERS .OF TIIE,
280TH AIR DEFENSFE. REGIMENT, ‘SO REPORTERS LEARNED RIGIT AWAY WHEN. THE

;. 280TH HAD SHOT ‘DOWN AN ‘ATRCRAFT. - (N TIE. AFTERNOON OF 25 SEP. 68 THE

AGENCY RECEIVED. WORD FROM THE: 280TI THAT ONE OF 1T§ SUBORDINATE - UNITS
HAD SHOT ‘DOWN.AN ALRGRAFT IN THE VICINITY OF KH 54, ROUTE 20.  THE
280TH-ACTUALLY SENT- VNA TWO~MESSAGES, ONE PROVIDING THE INITIAL
INFORMATION, AND A SECOND PROVIDING THE LOCATION OF THE CRASH. - MR.
HAI ‘TOLD MR. NGOI TO GO TO TIE ‘SCENE TO RECORD: THE. INCIDENT. - 'MR.. . .
NGOI ‘DOES "NOT RNOW TFMR.”HAT TIAD ANY INFORMATION ABOUT THE  PILOTS OR
THEIR FATE. IF JIE DID, WR DID NOT PROVIDE IT T0 O MR\ NGOI... . . o

PUTY R_DIRECTOR-NF_YNA; MR._TAL LAM:(TAL-TAAMY,- WIO-IS-NOW
SRR ggémxg?icm MR. NGUYEN. VAN SOAN (NGUYEENX VAWN SOANJ). " MR.' NGOT
WAS -PART OF THE QUANG- BINH-VINIV LINIl CEL,, ‘WHOSF. OTHER MEMBERS WERE
MR.. BUI HOANG CIIUNG (BUIF.JIOANGF CHUNG, PREVIOUSLY:INTERVIEWED BY TIE
DET THO) AND R DUONG DUC QUANG (7WONG DNCS QUANGR), NOW DIRECTOR OF
THE PRESS_DEPARTMENT: OF THE PRIMF. MINISTER'S OFFICE. MR.. NGOI.WORKED
THROUGHOUT QUANG' BINIT PROVINCE AND THE VINH LINN SPECIAL ZONE, BUT -,
NEVER ENTERED-LAOS OR SOUTHERN. VIETNAM. . THE: FURTHEST SOUTH HE EVER
TRAVELED DURING THF. WAR WAS'THE SOUTI BANK OF-THE:BEN NIAI. RIVER. -HE
.. OCCASIONALLY WORKED WITIl FOREIGN AND OTHFR. DONESTIC REPORTERS. - ONE

(70" MR."NGOI"DEPARTED FOR THE. SCENE ON NIS BICYCLE. HE
ARRIVED AT BINH TRAM 14 IEADQUARTERS,. ON T SOUTH BANK ‘OF THE XUAN
SON.FERRY (48Q XE 396 477). AT ABOUT .2000. ~ HE .SPENT. THE NIGHT THERE,
AND. ASKED FOR TRANSPORTATION.TO. THF INCIDENT LOCATION.". (COMMENT: o
MR. NGOI EMPHASIZED TO TNTERVIEWERS THAT.1IE.DID NOT HAVE. TO SEEK
"PERMISSION FROM BT 14 TO TRAVEL TO TWE SCENE. HNE JUST NEEDED A
RIDE). - THE' NEXT MORNING BT 14 PROVIDED HINM WITH A VEHICLE ‘AND .
DRIVER, AND HE NEADED DOWN ROUTE 20. - -AT THE HEADQUARTERS ‘OF. THE UNIT
WHICH SHOT DOWN THE AIRCRAFT MR. NGOI OBTAINED GUIDES WHO -LED HIM TO
THE SITE, WHICH LAY AN ADDITIONAL 20 K1LOMETERS S_DOWN_-ROUTE _20..FROM - oo T

GN_REPORTERS. HE._ REMEMBERED_WAS_WILERED_BURCHETT.
"‘“‘"‘@‘m“r‘(’f?‘nm NISSION OF TIIE BRANCI AGENCY WAS TO PREPARE MATERIALS
CONCERNING THE DEFENSE OF TITE HOMELAND FOR THE USE OF NATIONAL PRESS
ORGANS. ~ THE BRANCH AGENCY.DID NOT CONTRIBUTE THEIR WORK TO'LOCAL
7 PUBLICATIONS. ~NR. NCOT“AND OTHER PHGTOGRAPIIER/REPORTERS. PREPARED
COMBAT. PHOTOGRAPIIS, RECORDS OF. SERIOUS ‘CRIMES -TIHE ENEHY COMMITTED,
AND WARTIME CONSTRUCTION. . WIEN VIETNAMESE FORCES SHOT-DOWN, KILLED
_ OR CAPTURED AMERICAN P110TS, PHOTOGRAPHERS WERE. SUPPOSED TO PHOTD- .-

S GRAPH THE CAPTIVF.OR WIS BODY, THE WRECKAGE OF 11IS ATRCRAFT; AND HIS = . -

1

[dickickte BEGINNING. OF SEGTION 002 seirierier/ :
RHRS/ .
IDENTIFICATION MEDLA. IF AVATLARLE. ~THEY WERE TO DO SO AS QUICKLY AS
POSSIBLE, ‘THEN LEAVE ‘I1IF. ARFA. RETORTERS/ PHOTOGRAPHERS. DID NOT
DEVELOP OR PROCESS THEIR OWN FITM. TIUERE. WERE OTHER PERSONS 'IN THE

BRANCH AGENCY WIIO DU VIAT. - MR. NGOL'S BRANCI TRANSNITTED THE PHOTO- = - -

GRAPHS TO HANOI ELECTRONICALLY. = MR. NGOI NOTED THAT THE SEN BANG -
BUNKER CONTAINED GOOD. EQUIPMENT, ALI ‘THAT WAS NRGESSARY TO TRANSMIT
NEWS TO HANOI QUICKT.Y. (COMMENT: WHEN ASKED, MR. NGOI NOTED THAT IIE
DID WRITE NEWS ARTICLES, BUT" IT WAS. CLEAR FROM HIS PRESENTATION: THAT
HE' CONSIDERS HIMSELF.PRINARILY A" PHOTOGRAPHER. - IN FACT, HE SOMETIMES
BROKE ' AWAY FROM ‘THIE INTERVIEW TO PHOTOGRAPH THF INTERVIEWERS):

(5) MR.. NGOT TOLD INTERVLIEWERS THAT WILILE HE TOOK ' MANY WAR-
TIME PHOTOGRAPHS, ‘THE - INCIDENTS WE PHOTOGRAPHED OR OTHERWISE OBSERVED
TOOK. PLACE S0 ‘LONG AGO TIHAT 1IE CANNOT REMEMBER. THEM CLEARLY. " HE ONLY
FELT PREPARED 'T0 DISCUSS ONE INCIDENT, INVOLVING THE BODIES OF TWO
AMERICAN PILOTS HE_NAD PHOTOGRAPIED NFAR ROUTE 20.. . WHRNINTERVIEWERS
ASKED, - TOWARD ‘TIIE. ENI OF THE INTERVIEW, IF HE HAD KEPT A WARTIME
DIARY, MR. NGOT POINTED TO PHOTOGRAPHS. INTERVIFWERS HAD JUST SHOWN.

UNCIASSIFIED . ‘
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“DESIGNATION FOR THIS UNIT, - JIE SAID, ONLY THAT THE UNIT.WAS A SUBORDI~-

- MIGHT_RAVE. BEEN TIE 471t (NGUYEN-VIET- XUAN)-BATTALION, ~BUT HE GOUGLD
'NOT" BE_SURE). o

" LEFT, SURVIVING TROOPS ‘AND ASSAULT YOUTIi COVERED THE- PILOT'S BODY. IN =

“THEUNIT HEADQUARTERS. ™ (COMMENT:  MR. NGOI WAS UNABLE. TO PROVIDE A

NATE. BATTALION'OF TIIE: 280TH REGIMENT. .. JIE EARLIER SPECULATED THAT IT

(8) AT THE SCENE, TROOPS OF THE UNIT WHICH-HAD SHOT DOWN
THE AIRCRAFT AND MEMBERS OF THE "ASSAULT YOUTH" (THANH NIEEN XUNG
-PHONG) LED MR. NGO! TO TNE PLACE WHERE THEY HAD COVERED THE BODY ' OF
APILOT, ' AND TOLD IIIM-ABOUT THE INCIDENT. " MR. NGOI REMEMBERS NEITHER -
THEIR NAMES; OR HOW MANY OF THEM THERE WERE. (COMMENT: - AT THIS
POINT MR, NGOI ALSO NOTED THAT IN-THE ROUTE 20 AREA AT THIS TIME, THE
ONLY PEOPLE ONE WOULD SEF. WERE TROOPS AND ASSAULT YOUTII. . ALL THE
LOCAL PEOPLE HAD LEFT ‘TIIF, AREA). TR TROOPS ‘TOLD HIM-THAT. TWO P1LOTS
HAD EJECTED FROM T1IR ATRCRAET, - AND 1AD JANDER ABOUT 'TWO KILOMETERS
APART. ONE PILOT, A FIRST LIEUTENANT. 1IAD LANDED VERY CLOSE TO THE
ROAD, AND THE VIETNAMESE. CAPTURED T1TH ALMOST TIMEDIATELY. HE HAD -
BEEN WOUNDED IN ONFE- LEG (NFI). ° HIS CAPTORS WERF. TREATING THE PILOT'S * = -
WOUNDS AND. PREPARING H1M FOR EVACUATION TO THE NORTH WHEN SAR AIR- - -
CRAFT ATTACKED. THE AREA. A ROCKET FROM ONF. OF ‘THE ATRCRAFT STRUCK
THE ‘SPOT WHERE VIFETNAMESE WERE TREATING THE CAPTURED. PILOT, KILLING =
HIH AND A NUMBER OF TROOPS AND ASSAULT: YOUTH. WHEN THE SAR AIRCRAFT

THE CRATER LEFT BY' THF. ROCKET 'THAT WAD KTLLED JITit. THEY .SHOWED ‘MR.

NGOI THE BURIAL SITE, WHICH WAS ONLY' ABOUT 15 MFTERS: FROM THE "RIGHT" =
(L.E.; WESTERN) SIDE OF.ROUTE 20.  (COMMENT: INTERVIEWERS ASRED MR. A
NGOI'THE. RELATIONSHIP OF THE BURTAL SITE TO THF. KN. 54 MARKER “OF : ROUTE -
20.  MR. NGOI SAID THAT THERE WERE NO MARKERS, IF STMPLY TOOK THE

WORD OF HIS GUIDES THAT THE LOCATION THEY WERE' AT WAS KM 54). MR.

NGOI' ASKED THEM TO. UNCOVER THE BODY SO IIE COULD PIOTOGRAPH IT.. THEY

UNCOVERED THE FACF ONLY AND RINSED IT WITH WATER. MR. NGOI THEN = s

UNCLASSIFIRD
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PHOTOGRAPHED ‘IT. "' MR: NGOT. SAT THAT “THE. FAGF. WAS TIAT OF A YOUNG
CAUCASIAN. - 'HE COULD NOT TELL “TWE NATURE: OR EXVENT: OF: 111§ INJURIES
BECAUSE THE. BODY. REMAINEN. GOVERED. © MR. NGOI ASSUMED ‘THAT THE ROCKET
CAUSED EXTENSIVE. DAMAGE, ‘TO-TIiE. 5ODY, WHICH'WAS NO:LONGER .INTACT, “AND
THAT CONSEQUENTLY 'LHIF. TROOPS ‘AND. ASSAULT YOUTII 1AD BEEN RELUCTANT TO
DISINTER IT COMPLETELY: :

<.~ (9) . THE_TROOPS-AND- ASSAULT: YOUTH - THEN “TOOK-MR:--NGOT-TO-SEE
THE. BODY OF THE ‘SECOND-PILOT, WHOM' THEY SATD WAS A L1EUTENANT
COLONEL.  THIS BODY- 1.AY" APPROXIMATELY WO K1LOMETERS "AS THE BIRD .
FLIES"- NORTHWEST- OF “THF. - FIRST-P1 LOT'S “BODY. “IN: MOUNTAINOUS JUNGLE: " 7"
THE VEGETATION WAS SO THICK THAT TIHE. PARTY HAD TO CUT SOME OF. IT DOWN

e, . ! PAGE : 0006

(11) BACK AT TUFE VNA BRANCH HUNKER, MR." NGOT-TURNED IN TIE
ROLL"OF FILM HE_NAD.SHOT AND TI1S. PHOTO 10G (A SHRET OF PAPER.ON
WHICH UE EXPLAINED WHAT APPEARRD: IN -EACH FRAME f1E HAD SHOT ON. THAT
ROLL) -AND HEADED OUT FOR 1118 NEXT. ASSTGNNENT. - 'i§, NEVER SAW THE
FINISHED -PHOTOGRAPIIS. - ( INTERVIEWERS SIOWFD THEM TO IlIM LATER IN TIE
INTERVIEW). - NR. NGOI DOES NOT.REMEMBER EXAGTLY 1IOW.MANY PHOTOGRAPHS
WERE: ON THE ‘ROLL,  BUT ESTIMATED THAT TIERF WERF. "TEN OR MORE".

(12) MR.. NGOI. STATED THAT WE NEVER RETURNED TO THE ROUTE 20
AREA. NEVERTIELESS, DESPITE:TIIE_PASSAGE OF 27 YVEARS, iIE THINKS HE
WOULD BE' ABLE:TO POTNT OUT THE CRASH AND BURIAL SITES TO A JOINT -
TEAH. - HE EXPRESSED A WILLINGNESS-TO DO SO. IF WE_ GIVE HIM-THE-OPPOR- -~ .. |

AAAAAA T0 MI$~SUH-IGIEN‘I‘-.-LIGII’I'—’»FOR-MR'.—‘NGOI“'!‘O‘TAKE'"IS‘PIWRES?_‘HR.
NGOI'S GUIDES TOLD:ILIM ‘THAT AFTER THE FIRST PILOT HAD BREEN CAPTURED,
THE LOCAL FORCES WERE VERY ANXIOUS TO CAPTURE TIlE SECOND PILOT AS
SOON AS POSSIBLE BECAUSE IT WAS CLEAR TO TIEM THAT HE HAD A RADIO
AND WAS CALLING IN SAR ALRCRAFT. ~THE TROOPS FOUND HIM, . SURROUNDED
HIS POSITION AND MOVED. TO:CAPTURE- UM, - -THE -PLLOT SHOT AT HIS
WOULD-BE - CAPTORS, KILLING -TWO OF . THEM. THE TROOPS. THEN SHOT AND <
KILLED THE PILOT. WHEN MR..NGOI ARRIVED AT THE. - SCENEHE SAW THAT THE
PILOT'S BODY WAS TYING ON-ITS BACK, THAT THERE WAS NEARLY-FRESH BLOOD
ON ITS. LIPS, AND’THAT TVE LOCAL.TROOPS: HAD TAKEN THE PILOT'S BOOTS,

. TUNITY."HE IS"ALSO WILTING TO PARTICTPATE IN FURTHER INTERVIEWS.

. 3. COMMENTS:
A. CORRELATIONS: - THE INFORMATION MR. NGOI PROVIDED CORRELATES
WITH CASE 1329, . BASED:ON DATE, - LOCATION; . AND THE- PRESENCE’ OF TWO - =

PILOTS, IN ADDITION TO THE ATTRIBUTION BY VNA OF TWO. PHOTOGRAPHS
OF REFNO 1329- % 10 MR NGOI, MR. NGOI HIMSELF IMMEDIATELY Lb)b)
RECOGNIZED ‘THE TWO. PHOTOGRAPHS. OF -THAT BODY. AS IS OWN PRODUCT. .
+ NGOI FURTHER STATED, BEFORE HAVING SEEN ‘THF. THOTOGRAPHS, THAT
THE TROOPS HAD REMOVED THE- SECOND.PILOT'S BOOTS, DISPLAYING WHITE
S0CKS. THE INTERVIEWERS CONFIRNED _THIS IN ONF_OF_THE_PHOTOGRAPHS. - - T et

i REVEALING. WHITE-SOCKS.—MR-— NGOT--TOOK—A~COUPLE-OF-QUICK~PHOTOGRAPHS R
THEN LEFT TO LOOK AT THE AIRCRAFT WRECKAGE. JIE DID NOT OBSERVE ANY-
ONE BURY THE SECOND RODY BUT. ASSUMES THAT VIETNAMESE SOLDIERS DID SO.

HE TOLD - INTERVIEWERS. Tt THOUGHT VIETNAMESE_SOLDIERS WOULD.HAVE. . . .

~ BURIED'THE BODY ON TIiE SPOT BECAUSE IT WOULD WAVE BEEN VERY. DIFFICULT
TO MOVE IT CIOSER.TO THE ROAD: '
(10) MR. NGOI'S: GUIDES ‘THEN TOOK HIM TO SEE THE CRASHED AIR--

=. . - CRAFT_WHICH LAY ABOUT TWO TO THREE RILOMETERS SOUTHWEST OF THE SECOND - -

PILOT'S BODY. ~MR. NGOT TOOK. ONE OR TWO- PHOTOS OF THE WRECKAGE- - HE
THEN RETURNED TO THE ROAD ‘WHERE ‘HF. GOT ‘BACK . INTO' HIS VEHICLE  AND
RETURNED TO THE UNIT HEADQUARTERS. (COMMENT:. - MR. NGOI -NOTED ‘THAT
THERE WAS: A’ LARGE. AMOUNT OF UNEXPT.ODED ORDNANGF. AT THE CRASIH SITE,
4

o

]
[¥¥icicick BEGINNING OF ‘SECTION 003 oy
RMKS/ -

" PARTICULARLY "GUAVA" CRUS (BOM BI OOTR), WHICH CAUSED HINM TO SPEND R

EVEN LESS TIME AT THE SITE THAN TUE LITTLE: NIE WOULD IIAVE SPENT HAD -
THERE BEEN LESS DANGER. - ONE OF THF INTERVIEWERS VISITED THIS CRASH
SITE IN 1989 AND CAN CONFIRM THAT 21 YRARS AFTER THE INCIDENT THERE
WERE STILL LARGE NUMBERS OF ‘UNFXPTODED.CBU UNITS THERE). ' AT THE UNIT
HEADQUARTERS, MR. NGOI- FINISHED WIS ROLL OF FIIM BY PHOTOGRAPHING. THE
IDENTIFICATION MEDIA WHICH VIETNAMESF. SOLDIERS TOOK FROM THE TWO
BODIES. - HE: ALSO. REMEMBERED TAKING A PHOTOGRAPH OF A LARGE ROLL OF
FILM.  HIS MISSION ACCOMPLISHED, MR. NGOI THEN. RETURNED TO SEN BANG.
HE ESTIMATES THAT IIE WAS AT TIF. INCTDENT LOCATION FOR. TWO. TO THREE
HOURS. - HE ORIGINALLY NOTED THAT HE GOT' THERE AT ABOUT 1000, BUT THEN
CHANGED IT.TO 0800. - (COMMENT: INTFRVIEWERS THINK THAT DESPITE HIS
PROVISION OF ESTINATES, MR. NGOJ 1S NOT CERTAIN OF EITHER THE TIME OF
HIS ARRIVAL OR THE TOTAL. AMOUNT OF TINF. Wi, SPENT AT THE SCENE).

UNCLASSIFIED

— .- (LAAY “THANH),, . FORMER -CHIEF" OF ‘THE "GROUP~559". AND "VANGUARD" CELLS OF

BT POTENTTAT, TEADS:
(1) MR. MAT THANH HAX (MAT THANH TIAIR), . FORMER DIRECTOR OF
THE VNA' SPECIAL BRANCH AGENCY. FOR ‘TIIE ‘SOUTH OF REGION 4. MNR. HAI ad
A «HAY--KAVEJ-I—NESSEI)--U.—S.~I.OSSES-'XN"QUANG"BINH‘PRUVINCE', "AND MAY BE~
ABLE TO PROVINE TIIE. NAMES OF OTHER WITNESSES. ~MR. NGOI SUGGESTED
THAT" INTERVIEVERS HIGNT BE- ABLE TO LOCATE NIM TIROUGH. VNA.
(2) MR. LAL VAN THANI (LAI VAWN TIANH) AKA LAM- THANH

THE .VNA SPECIAL BRANCH AGENCY FOR THE SOUTH OF REGION 4. MR. THANH
1S NOW THE DEPUTY OFFICE. DIRECTOR ‘(PHOS VAWN PHONGF) OF VNA. :
(3) MR. NGUYEN: VAN SOAN (NGUYEENX VAWN SOANJ), FORMER MEMBER
OF THE "GROUP 559" AND ‘"VANGUARD" GELLS OF TIE VNA SPECIAL . BRANCH
AGENCY ‘FOR THE SOUTNI OF REGION 4. MR. NGOI SUGGESTED THAT INTER-
VIEWERS ‘MIGHT BE ABLE ‘TO- [OCATE NN THROUGH VNA. .
(4) MR. RUT'NOANG CHUNG (BUIF NOANGF CIIUNG), FORMER MEMBER OF
THE QUANG BINH-VINIL LINI CELL OF THF. \NA SPECIAT, BRANGI AGENCY FOR =
THE SOUTH OF REGION 4. THE DET TWO RESEARGH JITSTORIAN INTERVIEWED. vEAL
MR. CHUNG ON 8 APR-95. 3 - 4
(5) DUONG DUC QUANG -(ZWONG DWCS QUANGR), FORMER MEMBER OF THE
QUANG: BINH-VINH LINI CELL OF THE VNA SPECTAL BRANCH AGENCY FOR TIE -
SOUTH OF REGION 4. MR. QUANG 1S NOW DIREGTOR OF THE PRESS DEPARTMENT .
OF THE PRIMF NINISTER'S NFFICE (VUJ TRNONGR VU BAOS: CIIIS THUR 2
TWONGS) .
C. INTERVIEWFR ‘COMMENTS: %
(1) MR: NGOI' PROVIDED 1S, INFORMATION IN A STRAIGHTFORWARD e ooen
MANNER, ANSWERING FVERY QUESTION INTERVIEWERS POSED TO 1M WITHOUT -
HESITATION AND, TT AFPEARED, TO THE LIMIT OF IHS ABTLITY. HE OFTEN
AMPLIFIED HIS ANSWERS WITI UNSOLICITED ADDITIONAL TNFORMATION.
INTERVIEWERS REGARD ITM. AS RELIABLE AND HTS INFORMATION AS CREDIBLE.
(2) DESPITE MR. NGOT'S EVIDENT CRENTRTLITY WITH REGARD TO 2 2

UNCLASS LFIEI) '

o
Bl




ENVELOPE

CDSN = CFS084 ~ MCN. = 96011/03444 TOR = 960110243
RTTUZYUW RUEKJCS8967 0110203- ~RUEALGX. ! .
pit) :

HEADER

R 110203Z JAN 96

FM JOINT STAFF WASHINGTON DC £ st O

- - INFO-RHLBAAR/USCINCSO QUARRY HEIGHTS oM

i " RHEFJII/32

RUEALGX/SAFE

R-110922%-JAN 96 ZYB"-

g FM, CDR_JTP-FA'HONOLULU RI//32// g

3 N___‘_fm_numr;s/smn~mxmmw—nc/fuanmsn7ﬁﬁﬁ77‘“—‘

7 INFO RHEHNSC/WHITE HOUSE NATIONAL SECURITY COUNCIL WASH DC
RUEHC/SECSTATE WASHINGTON DC//CA/OCS/ACS /BAP/VLC// -
RUEKJCS/JOINT ' STAFF WASHINGTON DC//5// 3 oot w

RUEAIIA/CIA WASHINGTON-DC: 7

RUEKDIA/DIA WASHINGTON DC Cara,

RHHMUNA/USCINCPAC HONOLULU HI//32/33/330-M//

RUEKJCS/USCINCPAC. LO be- i

RUEHBT/USDAO ‘ BANGKOK TH/ /PH-MIK// :

RUHVAAA/CDRUSACILHI HICKAM AFB HI//TAPC-PED-H//

BT

CONTROLS.
//N03460//
' BODY

MSGID/GENADMIN/CDR JTF-FA/J252/]
e SUBJ/ TTF~FA-REPORT VN95-043 (LETTER) :
PROVIDES INFORMATION ON CASE 1329//
REF/A/RMG/CDR JTF-FA/210922ZAU695//
AMPN/REF IS THE ORAL HISTORY REPORT, OF
NGOI.  DURING THIS. INTERVIEW,. MR. NGOT
Ay TING WITH CASE 1329.//

MR. ‘NGUYEN ‘HUU. NGOT

INTERVIEW WITH-MR. NGUYEN HUU
PROVIDED INFORMATION:CORRELA-

RMKS/1.  SUMMARY: 1IN TWO LETTERS DATED-22 OCT 95 AND 2 NOV 95, MR.
NGUYEN. HUU NGOI PROVIDBDDBTAII.SONTBBBURIALLOCATIONSOFTHE
CREW MEMBERS -IN CASE-1329.. THE
TO A JOINT ORAL HISTORY TEAM ON
INCLUDED AN ANNOTATED SKETCH MAP

THE SECOND LETTER
OF THE BURIAL LOCATION.

2. DETAILS:
A. ' SOURCE INFORMATION:
(1) NAME: - MR. NGUYEN HUU NGOI (HWUX NGOOT)

(2) AGE: 62 voa
(3) : CURRENT OCCUPATION:
LITERATURE AND ART ASSOCIATION)
(4) ‘CURRENT RESIDENCE:
VILLAGE, THIEU YEN DISTRICT,

PHOTOGRAPHER - (THANH HOA

YEN BAI (YEEN BAIS)
THANH HOA PROVINCE.

(5). WARTIME OCCUPATION: PHOTOGRAPHER ‘WITH THE
VIETNAM NEWS AGENCY.
(6) WITNESS CREDIBILITY: ~GOOD :
B. . LETTER ‘INFORMATION: MR. NGOI ADDRESSED THE TWO  LETTERS TO
WHO' CONDUCTED A JOINT

MR.’ JAMES  COYLE AND SFC STEPHEN THOMPSON,

. 4 Fe e

ON 11 'AND 12 MAY 95,

EXTRACTS -OF. THE LETTERS' ‘FOI f

£

s ﬁ"‘h‘;:’l(” £.b.
S T

LI

RARAR

]

. (B). "AS-FOR
ARRIVED-HE ‘WAS-DEAD - (AS DEPICTED
DAY IN THE OFFICE)..I DETERMINE

VOLUNTEER . YOUTH BURIED

N <N Amg:

SN

}
f

TURBED ' BECAUSE THIS WAS
S0 PEOPLE DIDN'T DARE. COME, "
(END ' TRANSLATION)

Al R e )2 NOV 9 LR TR (nge_mA ‘suan it :
YOU A SKETCH OF THE GRAVES OF THE TWO

- (A):"I'M SENDING

MARKER ‘54
THE RIGHT-HAND SIDE OF ROUTE 20
ELAPSED, THE LIEUTENANT'S GRAVE
ASCERTAIN THAN ~ AAmg

FROM. ROUTE 20. "
(END TRANSLATION) -

3. MATERIAL EVIDENCE: -NONE
4.  COMMENTS:
INCLUDING THE SKETCH MAP, TO HQ
ADMIN

BT

#8967

NNNN

KILOMETERS FROM ROUTE 20 KILOMETER MARKER 54 TO THE
SON* (XUAAN SOWN) 'UP). IS THE ATRCRAFT CRASH LOCATION,
THE LIEUTENANT COLONEL 20 TO 25 METERS.FROM
THE AIRCRAFT ON THE LEFT-HAND SIDE.
'AREA THERE WERE STILL MANY -UNE

CLUSTER-BOMB-UNITS )1 ~FEEL CONPIDENT THIS (STTE) IS STILE, UNDIS-
A FORESTED-AREA WITHOUT

AMERICAN RF-4C CREW. MEMBERS WHO WERE
L METER MARKER 54 IN BO TRACH DISTRICT,
LIty i " ~-(B) -*BASED ON THIS ‘SKETCH, :
AIRCRAFT CRASH LOCATION.EASIER THAN BY JUST USING KILOMETER
AS' FOR THE LIEUTENANT'S GRAVE,

(SIC) (BECAUSE MR,
ON THE RIGHT-HAND SIDE OF THE AIRCRAFT, APPROXIMATELY 20 TO 25 METERS

DET 2 WILL FORWARD

. ‘PAGE: 0013

U.S. /VNOMSP. RESEARCH. AND: INVESTIGATION ‘TEAM INTERVIEW WITH MR. NGOI
THE FIRST PARA OF EACH LETTER EXPLAINS M.

(1) 22 OCT ‘95" LETTER: . (BEGIN TRANSLATION) T TR
T o o (A) YRETORNING 70 THE. RF-4C. THAT CRASHED AT KILOMETER

I.HAD ‘TO GO AND WORK AT

_(8IC), WHEN I - .
IN THE PHOTOGRAPH YOU SHOWED ME THAT
FOR YOUR .CLARIFICATION: THAT - THO
RIGHT (FROM XUAN
WHERE . THE

(I CALL TO YOUR ATTENTION THAT
ED.

XUNG PHONG) BURIED THE LIRUTENANT _
Tmn-unmmmv—xs—mammsmr'op‘k:ﬁm MARKER. 54.
SINCE I HAD FINISHED MY PHOTOGRAPHY MISSION;
A DIFFERENT LOCATION (THAT’S ALL I KNOW) . *
Ame

LOCAL " INHABITANTS,

SHOT DOWN ON 25 NOV '68-‘AT KILO-
‘QUANG BINH PROVINCE."
YOU SHOULD BE ABLE TO DRTER-

IT WAS 15 TO 20 METERS. TO
KILOMETER MARKER 54. -DUE TO THE TIME
LOCATION WILL BE MORE DIFFICULT TO
A/AME  GRAVE IS

A COPY OF BOTH LETTERS,
JTF-FA, 32.//
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Case 1329 (Francisco, San D. and Ve g \

SUNMARY OF INVESTIGATION:

- In August 1989, a joint team investigated this case in Thuong Trach .
Village, Bo Trach District, Quang Binh Province. o
- The team visited a crash site and recovered an identification number
which was correlated to the number one engine of the Case 1329

aircraft. No remains were found.

- The team was unable to locate any witnesses to the incident or

obtain any other information concerning the fate of the aircrew.

.
The team obtained a limited hearsay report that an American pilot

was buried at the 55 kilometer point of Route 20.

- The team also obtained a limited hearsay report that the remains of

seven U.S. pilots lost in the Ban Karai Pass area were recovered

during the 1970’s.

U.S. COMMENTS:

- This is a Category 3 case requiring further joint efforts.

- Although the joint team located the wreckage of the aircraft =

involved in this incident, they did not interview any eyewitnesses

to the loss incident.

PASSED TO THE VNOSKP_DURING THE 7-9 KOV 90 L
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