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Abstract: Based on the theories and practices of Institutional Repository ( IR)  the paper reviews and summarizes IR’s
definitions features development benefits and software systems selection process. Hopefully it will provide insights and
bring inspiration to those domestic libraries and interested parties planning to work on this area. The authors take Central
Washington University Library as a case study to illustrate an approach to implement an IR within a short time frame. IR
has many merits including collecting and showing an institutions scholar outcomes. There are four or five main software
platforms for institutions to choose. An institution can decide to adopt one depending on its own interests and priorities.
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