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"Of course!" chimed in Ilarold. "We all lived there as
children! His destination is our old home town of .
Washington. Look, we could trace most of the journey on
this map going on 558; next on part of 552; and finally,
on 509."

Edwin straightened up slowly and said, "Harold, the
things that you said about Sam's health have been robbing
me of my sleep. And now it's my turn to speak plainly;

I formed a plan last night. To get money one must sometimes
invest money and, hell, every life must have at least one
adventure in it. I suggest we take a plane from here to
some place in driving distance of the old hometown and then
in a rented car, drive there before him. The surprise of
our recklessness might be encugh to convince him that we
really do want to travel with him."

As he answered, Harold's open
mouth and startled eyes reminded
Tad of an Indian mask he had seen
once in a museum. "Use all our
savings to chase a straw in the ﬂﬁ;‘ig

e

wind? You're plumb crazy!
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"I know," said Edwin, "but th‘o\)?
A
I've decided Tad and I are going \S;E/
no matter what you decide, and if ) <

the o0ld man is as wealthy as they

rumor, don't expect me to share

T

with you!l
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Harold sank back in the arm
chair and was silent for several
minutes. "All right, I'll go with
you. It's utter foolishness, but
as you say--once in a lifetime."
"Good," nodded Edwin. "I'll call
the airport and we'll be chasing
our straw on the first available

plane.

Before the three of them had time to gather their wits

together they had packed their gear in a bag, gotten their

tickets, and set out for the Tri-Cities (Richland, Kennewick,

and Pasco) .

(Find guides G and 6 along the margins of the

map and locatc the intersecting area; search for the three

cities.) Tad looked at the Washington map for information

about the Tri-Cities as he flew; he hoped that he could

visit the Hanford Science Center in Richland. (Find it on

the map.)

When their plane arrived at the Pasco airport they

rented a car and drove through a narrow strip of park that

bordered the Columbia River. Campers, swimmers, and

water skiers dotted the landscape. Tad imagined that he

had slipped away and joined them. 1In Richland a MacDonald's

Drive-in and several swimming pools beckoned to him. Tad

did not get to see the Science Center. He did buy a little

bag of something called atomic marbles as a souvenir.



Before he fell asleep he
watched the blinking lights of
the two sister cities, Kenne-
wick and Pasco, across the
Columbia River. Tad slept
restlessly in Richland,

Washington.
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