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The Ethiopian Growth and Transformation Plan was a five-year plan put The construction of the GERD on the Blue Nile will displace tens of
:‘jorwzi\rd“by.the Eth'oﬁ'a” G(I?Ve”:crlr_‘fe”; to modernlz.e, sts!mll?e, a}r:d | e Treaty between Great Britain and Ethiopia The Grand Ethiopian Renaissance Dam is currently under construction, and will thousands of individuals from their homes, and will hold various other
rastically improve the quality of lite for everyone in Ethiopia. The plan was e Great Britain secured water rights for its lie forty kilometers from Ethiopia’s border with Sudan. environmental and ecological consequences.

centrally focused on encouraging foreign investment opportunities, and .
4 &ing 5 PP colonies in Egypt and Sudan

undertake many large scale development projects. To accomplish this plan,

Addis Ababa att od t g - il ; Will be the largest and most powerful dam on the entire continent of Africa, However, construction of the GERD is an effort by Ethiopia to both
5 Abdba attempted to pursue grand power generating abliities an eclipsing Egypt’s Aswan Dam by generating over twice the electricity. ’ : SESUTE : :
become a hydropower juggernaut in the region, and securing energy I . ’ PoINg E8YP Ve & Y advanfce domestlclt pOI'C'ZS Ihn Ilnfe with thellr Growlth afnd fod Af
: T : : e Nile Waters Agreement between Egypt an Transformation Plan, and their foreign policy goals of a unified Africa,
resources.wnh membership in the F?St African Power Pool. This United Kingdogm Sl Ethiopia estimates this will displace at least 14,000 people, NGOs like with Ethiopia as the hesemon 5N POIILY 8
presentation evaluates how Ethiopia’s developmental and — . : : International Rivers say this is far too low of an estimate. P 5 '
intergovernmental efforts have helped in achieving the desired growth and * Gave Cairo final say in any Nile construction
transformation. The failure of Egypt and Sudan to block construction of the GERD
signals their downturn as regional dominators, and a shift to a
* Nile Waters Agreement between Egypt and balanced regional cooperation by the riparian states.

Introduction Sudan

e Appropriated all waters to Egypt and Sudan

Ethiopia’s government is driven by a renewal, and a rebirth, to distance
itself from its bloody civil war of the 70’s and 80’s, the war with Eritrea of
the 90s, and election violence in 2005, and throughout all of these events,
widespread poverty and famine. This push towards renewal is seen in the * Nile Basin Initiative Formed
language of government programs. The five year plan aiming at growing
Ethiopia’s agriculture and industry is titled the “Growth and
Transformation Plan”, the latest Megadam along the Nile more explicitly
carries this rhetoric, calling itself the “Grand Ethiopian Renaissance Dam”

Further Discussion

e Ethiopia begins construction of Grand
Ethiopian Renaissance Dam (GERD)

What is the human cost of the development of the GERD? Given the
amount of citizens displaced, and the near forced financial
contributions by Ethiopians to build the dam, can this be called an
effective policy?

Research Question

= How has Ethiopia used hydropolicy to effectively meet its goals e Declaration of Principles by Egypt, Sudan, and i i e 7 o ST s A
set forth in its five year Growth and Transformation Plan? Ethiopia on GERD management | Current indicators are that Ethiopia will manage the Nile Water in
Mockup of the GERD and its resultant reservoir via the NGO International coordination of regional actors, what aspects of this cooperation will
= How has Ethiopia used hydropolicy to reshape how Rivers ensure effective resource management in the face of climate change?

international relations in East Africa look?

What precedent will this set other transboundary river conflicts around

. .. . . the world?
“The problems in Ethiopia are two-dimensional. On the one hand,
Ethiopia’s negotiating position in contrast with Egypt is weakened
because of the absence of facts on the ground, i.e. irrigation or . .
hydropower projects, and, on the other hand, it has problems in Et h | O p | a S R e S u I tS
terms of finance and manpower to harness the river” Tafesse 2001
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