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From Idea to Scholarship

It’s all about ideas, but…

You can’t share an idea, only the expression of an idea. 

So how do you get from an idea to published scholarship? 



From Idea to Scholarship

Steps in the process: 
• Understanding that scholarship is a conversation
• Identifying the components of published scholarship
• Evaluating published scholarship
• Contributing your own voice to the conversation
• Disseminating your ideas



Scholarly Communication

“Scholarly Communication” = the sharing of ideas in 
academia and other areas of research

Scholarly communication as a conversation
- Not “everyday conversation”
- Complex exchanges about a well-defined topic between 

well-informed people
- Takes place over vast times and distances
- To effectively understand the conversation and contribute 

to it, one must “speak the language” of scholarship
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The Peer-Reviewed Research Article

The basic unit of scholarly communication in the 
sciences is the peer-reviewed research article.



The Peer-Reviewed Research Article

Peer review: 
• the process of submitting one’s scholarly work to rigorous 

evaluation by experts working in the same field. 

This allows for:
• Verification, validation, and confirmation
• Suggestions for improvement
• Inclusion of additional points of view
• Opportunities for future research…



Literature Review

Situating yourself within a larger conversation

What is that conversation?

Who are the key voices?



The Parts of a Scholarly Article

Bibliographic Elements
• Title
• Author
• Journal Title
• Publisher
• Publication date

Content
• Abstract
• Introduction
• Literature Review
• Methods/Procedures
• Results/Data
• Discussion/Conclusion
• References
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The Importance of Citation and References

• Citation and references allow the reader to reconstruct the 
scholarly conversation, even if that conversation has 
happened over vast distances and over long periods of time

• What were the ideas that led to this idea?
• How have the arguments changed over time?
• Have certain theories or practices been debunked?
• Within the larger scholarly conversation, who do you agree 

with? Who do you disagree with? 
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Dissemination of ideas

It’s not just what you say, 
but how and where and to whom you say it.



Submitting a Manuscript

All legitimate scholarly publishers will have complete, up-to-date information 
about their publication and publishing policies.
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2012 Nobel Prize in Physiology or Medicine:

Sir John B. Gurdon of the 
Gurdon Institute in 
Cambridge, England
• Gurdon’s article was first 

published in 1962 in The 
Journal of Embryology and 
Experimental Morphology

Shinya Yamanaka of Kyoto 
University and the 
Gladstone Institute in San 
Francisco
• Yamanaka’s article was 

published in 2006 in Cell.
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The Future of Scholarly Communication

The nature of scholarly communication before the internet 
and open access was restrictive. 

The nature of research in a digital age is now expansive, 
which means:
• Collaborative
• Interdisciplinary
• International 
• Trans-generational



Interested in learning more?

Consider taking LIS 345 – Library Research Methods and 
Information Literacy!

For more information, please contact:

Sean Lind, Scholarly Communications Librarian, 
linds@cwu.edu

Lizzie Brown, Instruction Coordinator, browne1@cwu.edu

mailto:linds@cwu.edu
mailto:browne1@cwu.edu

