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EXPERIMENTAL AND EXPLORATORY
THESIS IN CREATIVE GLASS GLOWING
AS ART MEDIA
by
Stanley S. Flashman
November, 1971
This paper along with a one man show of my work in
the Fine Art Gallery 1s a representation of hand blown
glass as an art media. The development of technical
skill along with more free flowing form and spontaneous

way of working was the ultimate aim of this study.
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EXPERIMENTAL AND EXPLORATORY
THESIS IN CREATIVE GLASS BLOWING
AS ART MEDIA

The approach intended in this study can be clearly
broken down into two phases of work. The first phase
covers the traditional period of glass up to the early
sixties. Work of this period is involved with the basic
utilitarian forms. In this way, glass deals with a hollow
shape as 1n the form of a vessel. Utilizing avallable
technical information and demonstration I have created my
own interpretation of the traditional aspects of glass.
The control of the fixed variablel along with more free-
flowing form in most cases results in a more spontaneous
way of working. What is meant by this i1s the technical
skill can readily be seen as the point of departure.

From here the basic shape can be transformed into a
flowing expresslion; not one in which the craftsmanship

1s the ultimate aim.2 The glass becomes more than a
beautiful object. It takes on the feeling of life instead
of Just a lifeless form.

The second phase is concerned with using chemicals
on and/or in the glass to make it more than a simple func-
tional statement: These chemical color techniques take
the emphasis away from form and make possible a stronger

visual expression. Working with the properties of glass



one can mold it into a visual optical illusion whose
qualities belong only to glass. Different combinations

of chemicals were used; lusters, silver nitrate, staneous
clorides (fuming), cane (millefiori), and different glass,
such as soda, Belinko, Tiffin crystal, and flint. Combin-
ing these varlous glasses and techniques allows the artist
to make a plece that 1s: transparent, translucent, opaque,

iridescent and/or lustered.

Conclusion

My only interest in understanding traditional glass
forms and obtaining technical skill is for the skill to
become so automatic that I can forget about it and con-

centrate on just the creative aspect of my art.



FOOTNOTES

1. Fixed variable, basic vessel shape.

2. Refers to pleces number 2, 3, 13, 14, 20, 22.



TITLE
Piece
Plece
Plece
Plece
Plece
Plece
Plece
Plece
Plece
Plece
Piece
Plece
Plece
Plece
Plece
Pilece
Plece
Plece
Plece
Piece
Plece
Plece
Plece

Piece

Number
Number
Number
Number
Number
Number
Number
Number
Number
Number
Number
Number
Number
Number
Number
Number
Number
Number
Number
Number
Number
Number
Number

Number

LIST OF ILLUSTRATIONS

One LA B 2L B BT B N B R Y LR R RN A I 2 IR 2R I B 2R R R
TWO LR B BT R BN AR IR B B R N I B ¢ ® 5 0 08086 e b0
Three LN I B I B A SR T B R I I B N I I O R R YK 2 IR B AN
Four [ B B B B B D I B O B NN B R I I B AR IR B AN O R AN IR 2N A 3N
Fl ve [ A N B A A L B B I B BN N AN BN B NN I BT T BN B A A )

Slx..on0000tcﬂ'co'loot‘l-o.otoo-..-

Elght.o-.utov'0001'-000.00000Q-.-00

Eleven.....coeciensvosscscnnssceasans
TWelVe. .. .cevvesocensosssansancanas
Thirteen.........o0ceeerecsccccnsce
Fourteen......cceeecveeseensasssanee
Pifteen.....ccveseeneoscrsnerccanes
Sixteen.....coieeenercosncsssocseccs
Seventeen.......cceveevenssscsscces
Elghteen.......cvoieevvnssccnsnnnns
Nineteen........iivenetncecacscsane
wenty....ooievevennrenacennse senane
TWeNty=0Ne..ciivvieeeseascecsananne
Twenty-two...... Cises s saresscrsena
Twenty-three......voceeeeesvossncea

Twenty-four...............-...-.-..

PAGE

10
11
12
13
14
15
16
17
18
19
20
21
22
23
24
25
26
27
28
29



List of Illustrations Cont.

TITLE
Piece
Plece
Piece
Piece
Piece
Plece
Plece
Piece

Piece

Number
Number
Number
Number
Number
Number
Number
Number

Numbex

Twenty-five......... teesecscnsonces
Twenty-81X...vitieeertrtennerocnnsans
Twenty-seven..... e s e teas et ees e
Twenty-eight............. teseceasea
Twenty-nine......coicveveneenroseces
1 £ B b o
Phirty=0one...iveeeeecescscncassones
Thirty=two..cceieveeatsecassensenca
Thirty-three.....cceeeveeeccccaccescs

PAGE
30
31
32
33
34
35
36
37
38















10




11



12



13



14



10

15



11l

16



12

L7



13

18



19

14



15

20



21

16



17

22



18

23



19

24



20

25



21

26



22

27



28

23



24

29



25

30



26

31



27

32



28

33



29

34



30

24



3

36



32

37



38

23



	Experimental and Exploratory Thesis in Creative Glass Blowing as Art Media
	Recommended Citation

	Title Page
	Table of Contents
	Summary of Work
	Footnotes
	List of Illustrations

