




                                                    ii 

 

 

 

 

 

An integral part of this thesis {covering paper) 

is a tape recording of a graduate recital performed on 

August 5, 1971, as part of the requirements for the 

completion of the thesis. 
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Chapter 1 

INTRODUCTION 

The well versed singer, obviously, must possess 

knowledge of literature from many periods of music. On The 

Beach At Fontana, by Roger Sessions, represents vocal 

literature currently published, reflecting basic style and 

characteristics of twentieth-century music. 

IMPORTANCE OF THE STUDY 

An investigation of this contemporary vocal composi

tion has revealed many unusual features. To accomplish a 

competent performance these features should be examined and 

understood. 

DEFINITIONS OF TERMS USED 

Polymeter 

Polymeter is defined as the superimposition of two 

different meters (4:39). 

Poly rhythm 

Polyrhythm is the simultaneous use of strikingly 

contrasting rhythms in differing parts of the musical fabric 

(1:593). 
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Atonality 

Atonality is defined as music in which a definite 

tonal center or key is purposely avoided (1:59). 

Hemiola 

Hemiola is a term applied to time-values which are 

in the relationship of 3:2 (1:329). 

LIMITATIONS OF THE STUDY 

Characteristics of style in this study are limited 

to elements of melody, rhythm and meter, tonality (harmony) 

and form and texture. 
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