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Figure 16 shows two sixth grade boys who were very 

interested in science project building. Here they discussed 

what a specific component would do in their phonograph 

amplifier. They didn' t obtain a full understanding in how 
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FIGURE 16 

The Serious Business of Project Building 

it works, theoretically, but they have had a real building 

experience. 



Figure 17 provides further proof that these young 

boys are interested in science projects. This boy is 

expecting to hear his code oscillator to oscillate just 

like the teacher's code oscillator did. He knows what he 

is listening for because he has heard the sound before. 

l 

\ 

l 
) 
{ 

~ 

\ 
I 
\ 

FIGURE 17 

The Serious Business of Exploration 
by a Young Experimenter 

It is just a matter of placing the correct electronic 

components in the correct position in the right circuit. 
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Figure 18 shows fifth grade girls listening to their 

own simple diode radio signals through earphones while 

adjusting the oscilloscope to see the signal too . 

A few weeks before this picture was taken these 

FIGURE 18 

Hearing the Radio Signal Through Earphones 
While Seeing It By Using an Oscilloscope 

girls feared to touch any equipment . They have become 

professionals since then. They have learned to use more 

of their sensory faculties extremely well . 

There is little doubt that these boys and girls 

were interested in the special science experiments . They 

were eager to get to their projects at all times . They 



were just as eager to enjoy their functional projects 

because they played with them at every opportunity. 
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There appeared to be motivation toward the regular 

curricular studies. This was apparent when the students 

turned their work in on time more often and asked for 

assignments ahead of time--for homework. There were a few, 

however, who were irresponsible. Some of these used 

fictitious answers to show that their work was finished so 

that they could get back to the science table. These 

students may have been overstimulated as well as irrespon

sible. 

It was quite obvious that the students learned 

something about the sciences they studied--some learned 

more and some learned less. All of the students involved 

must have acquired some background in the science 

categories studied to help them understand their scientific 

environment better. 

The above statements are conclusions made from 

observing the students' activities, their behavior and 

interpretations made from the pictures included in 11 The 

Experimental Activities". The interpretation of the 

interest and motivation questionnaires and test informa

tion has been recorded in the following pages. 


